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SITE PRACTICE AND TROUBLESHOOTING 
CRAZING

TECHNICAL
INFORMATION B8

 The effect of crazing is not uncommon to dense, strong wire-cut bricks especially 
if they have a smooth face finish. It is, however, far more noticeable on smooth 
blue types of brick. 

The crazing is as a result of the stresses set up on the surface of the bricks when the material cools 
after the semi-vitrification that takes place during the high temperature firing.

Crazing or the effect of fire crazing is often referred to as fire-cracking or webbing and can be of a 
simple hairline crack or as a fine web-like pattern.

The crazing is undetectable to the eye whilst the bricks remain dry prior 
to use or whilst very wet.

It is often superficial and will not detract from the overall performance.  
The fine hairline cracks, although unnoticeable during selection, are 
certainly a part of the character of the bricks.  The changing weather 
conditions simply aggravate the crazing to a degree when they become 
most apparent, especially after saturation when the moisture may remain 
in the cracks for far longer periods of time.

 The appearance of brickwork is not covered in BS EN 771-1 since it is 
not performance related. However, BSI have published PAS 70, A Publicly 

Available Specification which is intended to cover aspects of aesthetics. 

The PAS includes the recommendations that all brickwork should be 
viewed from approximately 3 metres away, and deliveries of bricks should 
be compared to a reference panel agreed by all parties at the start of 
work, thought to be representative of current production and quality. 

NHBC guidelines suggest 10m as a viewing distance, cracks should not be 
‘significant’ and brickwork viewed as a whole and not on an individual basis.

© Ibstock Brick Limited    Issue 1


